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THE SALT CREEK OIL FIELD 


S located about forty-five miles north of Casper, Wyoming. 
Crude oil is conveyed through two 6-in. pipe lines operated 
by The Midwest Oil Company and The Franco Petroleum 
Company, the two principal companies, to their refineries 
at Casper. 

The Midwest refinery has a still capacity of 5,900 bbls. 

daily, and the Franco of 1,000 bbls. Both companies 
are building new units of 5,100-bbl. still capacity each, and when com- 
pleted, the total Midwest still capacity will be 11,000 bbls., and the Franco 

6,100 bbls. 

Both new refineries were started this spring, and should be in opera- 
tion before December Ist, 1913. 

The accompanying views taken in June, 1913, give a general idea of 
the field and the refinery improvements. 

One of the most noticeable features is the almost complete absence of 
derricks, for unless there is some special reason for retaining a derrick 
at a particular point, it is removed as soon as oil is struck, and the well is 
then either connected or capped. 

30th Companies have many wells capped at this time, since their 
output is greater than their present refineries can handle, so their other 
wells are held back until their new refineries are completed this fall. 

All the Midwest and Franco wells are flowing wells, and the remark- 
able increase in flow from the few wells which have been shot, indicate 
that the production of the field can be regulated almost at will. 

The fact that these two companies are operating, in their own hold- 
ings and in other lands producing and delivering oil under contracts or 
leases, in practically all the heart of the field as yet developed, makes for 
added safety by limiting the output to only the amount the refineries can 
handle. 


; 


All descriptions refer to T. 40 N. R. 79 W., and the wells entitled 
“Mranco” or “Midwest”, are either operated entirely by these Companies, 
or their product is sold to them. Whenever the term “a day” is used, 
it refers to a 24-hour run. 

The first well obtaining oil in this field in commercial quantity was 
drilled in 1908 on the SE 14 of Sec. 23, and has been producing steadily 
ever since. 

The output was allowed to run to waste at one time, before the Franco 
Company took possession, so accurate figures cannot be obtained, but 
engineers estimate the total production of this well at 200,000 bbls. 

The Bartholoni Well No. 1 (Midwest), on Section 36, has produced 
by actual measurement over 400,000 bbls. since it was opened in Ieb- 
ruary, 1912. 

The Midwest Company entered the field in 1911, and the following 
table shows monthly earnings since the completion of the first unit of its 
refinery in January, 1912: 


MIDWEST OIL COMPANY. 
Net Earnings 
$16,462.85 


Net Earnings 


February 1912 Forward % 394,139:91 


March s 32,471.80 November 1912 93,289.20 
April A 20,333.48 December ” 95,752.58 
May z 54,944.37 January 1913 104,915.27 
June ae 41,564.88 February 98,453.73 
July se 48,773.71 March a2 126,777.23 
August ‘3 49,278.61 April “a 133,280.96 
September ” 42,609.17 May ye 135,242.26 
October a 87,701.09 June 2 163,340.61 

Total, $1,345,191.75 


Denver, July, 1913. CALVIN BULLOCK. 
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MIDWEST HALF-WAY PUMPING STATION—TWENTY-FIVE MILES FROM CASPER 


Capacity, 37,500 barrels each. 


MIDWEST SOUTH PUMPING 
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UPRIGHT TYPE GOULD PUMP AT SOUTH STATION 
Capacity, 5,000 barrels a day. 
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Escarpment or outcrop surrounding field shown in distance. 
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GOULD PUMP AT SOUTH STATION 
Capacity, 8,000 barrels a day. 
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FRANCO WELL—SE. !4 SEC. 23 
Franeo receiving tanks in right background. 


MIDWEST RECEIVING TANKS NEAR HOME CAMP—NE. !4 SEC. 25 
Midwest Well No. 4 back of pools of oil in center. 


MIDWEST WELL—NE. !4 SEC, 23—CAPPED 
Small puddles of oil in right foreground. 


FRANCO CAMP—SW. !4 SEC. 24 
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MIDWEST NORTH CAMP—SW. !4 SEC. 13 
Midwest receiving tanks on Iba lease in right background. 
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POOL OF OIL NEAR MIDWEST HOME CAMP 


We haahetond F MIDWEST, WELL NO. 1—NW. !'4 SEC. 36 (SCHOOL SECTION) 
ought in, February, 1912. Production, 750 barrels a day. Total production, 400,000 barrels. Receiving tanks and boiler house in background. 
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MIDWEST RECEIVING TANKS—HOME CAMP 


MIDWEST WELL—SW. '4 SEC. 13. 


This well, opened in May, 1911, produced an average of 25 barrels of oil a day until it was shot, in February, 
1913. Since then it has produced an average of 450 barrels a day. The well is the small 
spot in background, under the cross; pool of oil in foreground. 


FRANCO WELL—SE. !4 SEC. 23 MIDWEST WELL—S 
—SE. 4 SEC. 34— 
Production, 175 barrels a day. ya SEC. St CAPRED 


MIDWEST HOME CAMP—NE. |4 SEC. 25 
Salt Creek Post Office on extreme right. 
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FRANCO WELL—NW. '4 SEC. 23 FRANCO WELL—NE. !4 SEC. 23 


Production, 100 barrels a day. Production, 250 barrels a day. 
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MIDWEST WELL—SE. !4 SEC. 26—CAPPED 
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LL—NE. 14 SEC. 25 
MIDWEST WELL—NE. 4 SEC MIDWEST WELL—SW. 1, SEC. 13 


Ss 


FRANCO RECEIVING TANKS—SE. !\4 SEC. 23 


GENERAL VIEW, SHOWING OUTCROP SURROUNDING TRACTS CONTROLLED BY MIDWEST AND FRANCO COMPANIES 


shows at left, and this ridge can be traced from the point where the road crosses it in center, to the right where it disappears in distance. The outcrop on opposite 
ack cover shows general shape of field containing oil sand, as proven to date, controlled by Franco and Midwest Companies to be almost 


This escarpment, or sandstone outcrop, s rl 
side of field appears in center background. The map inside b 


egg-shaped. 


CHICAGO & NORTH-WESTERN FUEL OIL TANK CARS 
Near Midwest refinery. 


WAGON BRIDGE AND RAILROAD BRIDGE ACROSS NORTH PLATTE RIVER 


Showing Midwest and new Franco refineries in background, west of Casper. Tank cars in distance are on C. & N.-W. R. R., loading at Midwest refinery. Burlington R. R. is grading j sit tas 
hill this side of river, to enter Casper from the west. = oH 18 grading just over brow ot 
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CLOSER VIEW OF PRECEDING SUBJECT 


‘ 


% 
a 


MAIN STREET, CASPER 
Midwest and Franco offices, second floor, building in left center. 
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FRANCO REFINERY—OLD NATRONA PLANT—EAST OF CASPER 


LARGE STORAGE TANKS—FRANCO REFINERY 
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IL AND DISTILLATE STORAGE TANKS—FRANCO REFINERY 
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TANK CARS—FRANCO REFINERY 


STORAGE TANKS—FRANCO REFINERY 
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NEW FRANCO REFINERY 
West of Casper, now under construction. 


: RECEIVING TANKS—NEW FRANCO REFINERY 


POURING CONCRETE FOUNDATION FOR NEW FRANCO REFINERY 
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NEW FRANCO REFINERY 
Showing still foundations and boilers. 


NEW UNIT—MIDWEST REFINERY 
Showing crude stills and condensers, now under construction. 


RECEIVING TANKS—NEW MIDWEST REFINERY 
Under construction. 


MIDWEST TANK FARM 
Across the river from refinery; capacity of tanks, 55,000 barrels each. 


STEAM STILLS—NEW MIDWEST REFINERY 
Under construction. 


MIDWEST REFINERY, NOW IN OPERATION 
Tank cars loading at extreme right background. 
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MIDWEST REFINERY—REFINED OIL AND FUEL OIL STORAGE 


MIDWEST REFINERY 
Showing top of crude stills and condensers; also vapor lines from crude stills. 
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STEAM STILLS—MIDWEST REFINERY 
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CHICAGO & NORTH-WESTERN FUEL OIL TANKS 
Ready for loading at Midwest Refinery. 


FUEL OIL TANKS—MIDWEST REFINERY 
Capacity, 55,000 barrels each. 
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= fo illusttpre Repo AlFisher, June 30,1913 
MAP SHOWING TOWN OF CASPER #2 OIL REFINERIES 


The Midwest and Franco Companies operate the only refineries at this time at Casper. 

The Standard Oil Company of Indiana has just purchased a 70-acre tract for the erection of a refinery at heavy cost for the manufacture of motor spirits, lubricants 
and other by-products. The Standard has also contracted to purchase a large amount of crude oil from the Midwest and Franco Companies. 

The entrance of the Standard Oil Company indicates the permanency of this field. 


eae Midwest Territory. us ere : Franco Territory—new plant. 


aaa Franco Territory—old plant ee 2 : Approximate location for new refinery of Standard Oil Company of Indiana. 


Besides C. ¢& N.-W. tracks, map shows grade for Big Horn R. R., Burlington System. 
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WILBUR COUTANT WEGEMANN 
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MAP OF 


SALT CREEK OIL FIELDS 
HOLDINGS AND DEVELOPMENTS THEREIN 


Territory owned or operated under contract or 
lease by THE MIDWEST OIL COMPANY, and 
fee] by Companies whose oil production is wholly 
or partially contracted to THE MIDWEST OIL 
COMPANY. 
Territory held by THE FRANCO PETROLEUM 
COMPANY under lease from THE WYOMING 
OIL FIELDS COMPANY. 
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ee | + CASTLE CREEK OL CO. 
4fRANCO PETROLEUM C2. 
Under contrach 
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